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Social Changes

Beneath these changes of feeling and political status, vast
social changes have been gradually proceeding which may
ultimately alter the whole nature of the problem. The existence
of the closed communities of the past was inseparably linked with
the feudal or village economy. Now better communications are
linking regions and villages with one another and changing the
whole organization of rural life. What is even more important,
an urban industrial and commercial life is developing, with the
necessary individualism of urban life. These factors are weaken-
ing the strength of communal loyalties. At the same time they
may produce new sources of discord: the xenophobia of the
new indigenous Moslem bourgeoisie may easily transfer itself to
middle-class Jews and Christians, who on the whole take more
easily to commercial and professional life than the Moslems.